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Rutland crash pins pedestrian against pole
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Rutland crash pins pedestrian against pole
ARuland restaurant owner was sent o the hospial wih severe injuries.after  crash let i pined against a

0000100:00

RUTLAND, Vi - ARutiand restaurant owner was hospitalized with severe
injuries after a crash left him pinned against a telephone pole Monday
aftemoon.

Rutiand City smergency senices respondedto the crash involving multple
vehicles atthe intersection of West Street and Hlerchants Row.

Stratton Anagnos, who owns The Rutland Restaurant, was waiing on the
sidewalk to be picked up, when he was pinned between a car and the pole.

1ts not a protected intersection for pedesirians to begin with. You can still make a tum while the pedestrian signal
is It So, ts not protected in that sense at al for ways that the intersection stops. But weVe had a few incidents lately
that are causing us to look into that intersection and see why there are other crashes there,” Rutland City Police Lt
Kevin Geno said.

Anagnos’ son said his father suffered major injuries to his legs and will be in a wheelchair o a number of months.

Police are sill investigating the crash
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While | agree that they need to take a look atthe intersection a bit its never really seemed o be
too much of an issue for locals. In this particular situation though, | don'tthink itwas the
intersection at all. Wy best friend was at the lights when the accident happen. She came to my
house directl after shaking and emotional from what she saw and what she saw was that ruck
barrel through the light, across the intersection, hit a jeep and go right into the people waiting at
the crosswalk hiting the pole. She said the back ires of the fruck were still spinning like crazy
even afer hiting the pole like the dnivers foot was stll on the gas. To me it almost sounded like.
the truck driver had a medical emergency or something and slammed the gas instead of the.
brake. Regardless of what happened, tis certainly a horriic situation. The victims wife is very
dear to me and | know them to be a good family with deep roots in the community, and right now |
know all our prayers are with them and everyone who was affected by this terrile accident

Reply - Uke - March 11 at 8:38am

Jane Jensen-Fenton - Sun City West, A

s0 sorry to read aboutthis._hope you wil be feeling better soon!
Reply - Like - €212 - March 10 at 10:09pm
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Beverly Frost - % Top Commenter - Sheffield, Vermont

fm not familiar with this intersection but | think it should be against the 12w to have  green light
where a car can tum and at errible same time give the pedestrian a walk ight | have been hit
and almost hitin this type of intersection. As a driver you are watching the light and may miss the
pedestrian

Reply - Lke - €34 - March 10 at £54pm

Katie Marie - % Top Commenter

I cannot agree with the statement that "as 3 driver you are watching the light and may
miss the pedestrian”. As any driver you are supposed to be aware of eventhing
around you. Especially ifyou are stopped o slowed, you know pedestrians always
have the right of way! You need to pay attention, not justto whether you have a green
lightt

Reply - Like - 11 - March 11 at 5:26am

Paul Coates - % Top Commenter - Antioch University New England - Keene NH

Iagree with you Katie. Its called situational awareness’ A driver is obligated to be.
“aware’of everthing thafs in front,in back and beside the vehicle atall imes. This is
‘why disiracted driving is such  big deal too. You canthave the degree of awareness
thatis required to operate a vehicle safely ifyoure looking at unrelated things or by
doing unrelated actities

Reply -Lie - March 11t 6:13am

Beverly Frost - % Top Commenter - Shefiild, Vermont

Katie, | totally agree with you it the drivers responsibilty to watch for the pedestrian,
however as one who has been hit by a car in this situation | do not ke this type of
light. I times of very busy trafic | have waited through several walk cycles tying to
walk across butthe driver tuming on a green light insists on their ight to tum. The
pedesian is the winerable one. The pedestrian may have the right of way buttney
may also get killed.

Reply -Lie - March 11t 1:14pm
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How safe are pedestrians in Rutland?
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'RUTLAND, Vt. - Nick Anagnos stil feels a ltle shaken.
“When I heard the sound | feared the worst” he said.

Monday, Nicks dad, Stration Anagnos, was pinned against a telephone pole.
after a multivehicle crash at the intersection of West Sreet and Merchants Row
in Rutiand City. The owner of the Rutiand Restaurant suffered severe injuries
and s stil at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center. His son said he's OK, but
he'll be in a wheelchair for some fime.

“Iwas in shock but he was~— from the time he was down he was calm,
collected. He was in control of the whole situation. He knew he was badly
injured, buthe was calm as can be,” Anagnos said.

“This isn'tthe firstincident involving a pedestrian in this part of Rutiand City.In
fact it not the first this year. To help curb that, the National Highway and
Traffic Safety Administration picked Rutland City as a location to do a
pedestrian and bicycle assessment.

“We'e looking at how we can, you know, if there are environmental factors that
we needto change to make pedestrian travel and bicycle travel safer. The other
Issues might be signage. It might be looking info how we have to do whatthey.
call bump-outs for pedestrians,” Rutiand City Police Lt Kevin Geno said.

An online survey went outto city residents Wednesday. Based on historical
crash data, the suvey will ook at one particular section in Rutiand City. It will
Iook at West Street stretching from Wales Strest allthe way through the
intersection at Pine Street.

“Its a greatthing for e city of Ruland to get involved inthis,* Geno said.

Geno says although you can' predict an accident, there are measures to
prevent one like Monday's from happening.

“Hopefully it wont happen to anyone agai

~ Anagnos said.

Transportation offcials plan to follow up on the online suvey with a formal site
uisitin April

For more information, contact Lt Commander Geno, Rutiand City Police.
Department — kevin geno@state vt us. You can find the survey at — hitps /i surveymonkey com/siYPEECIV

Related Story:

Rutland crash pins pedestrian aqainst pole.
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fone steps out in to moving traffic against the light or in a*J wali” then there is a chance thata
driver of a vehicle may not be able to stop. | am not saying that his is the cause of pedestrian -
vehicle accidents always, but when | drive downtown there are always people J walking and
never pay any aftention to the lights or cross walks. | have also seen bicyclists do the same.
Drivers have 3 great responsibility when behind the wheel.| think pedestrians and bicyclists
should have the same.

Reply - Like - 12 hours ago

Mary Jane Catozzi Lerman - Vice President at Chem-Dry Of Rutland-Killington

Why cant we go backto the old days of you had to cross in a cross walk? s so diffcultfor drivers
as people walk out from behind parked cars or just cross anywhere. s also S0 dangerous in the.
plaza with people randomly walking in ront of 0n coming Cars. Signs that tell rivers cross walk
ahead slow down?

Reply - Like - €31 March 14 at 1:09pm

Pete Chagnon - % Top Commenter

How safe are pedestrians period? HMany of them walk outinto traffc without even Iooking and they
get knocked down. What are you going to do..put a blinking light on them with a lashing sign that
says..watch out for stupid™>

Reply -Like - Harch 14 at 11:19am

Robert Peterson - % Top Commenter - Woodstock Union High School

Cars | Pedsstrians - events happen and people die. As nice s itwould be to prevent all vehicle
pedestrian deaths itis pretty much just a pipe dream.

Reply - Like - #91 - March 13 at 9:49pm




